
Calhoun City Schools

Our mission is to inspire ALL 
students to become lifelong learners in the 

pursuit of excellence.



Calhoun Primary School & Calhoun Elementary School 
Annual Title I Meeting

September 1, 2022
6:00 pm



Welcome and Introductions
Welcome

Introductions
Principals and Assistant Principals
● CPS: Mana Smith, Julie Thomas, Shelly West
● CES: Jaime Garrett, Hope Stephenson, Adam Woodman

Family Engagement Coordinators
● CPS: Jennifer Zamora
● CES: Cecilia Trejo

Instructional Coaches
● Leigh Ann Hayward - Math / Science
● Christy McBrayer - ELA / Social Studies

Faculty and Staff

Meeting Agenda Posted

Sign-In
Sheets provided on tables outside the cafeteria

Translation available in CPS Cafeteria

We welcome parent questions/input after the presentation! We want to make sure everyone leaves 
the meeting informed about the Title I program as well as the opportunities the school provides to 
get involved.



What is Title I?
● The purpose of Title I under the Elementary and Secondary 

Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) is to ensure that all children have a 
fair, equal, and significant opportunity to obtain a high-quality 
education and reach, at a minimum, proficiency on challenging state 
academic achievement standards and state academic assessments.

● Title I is the largest federal assistance program for our nation’s 
schools.

● Title I provides federal funds to public schools with high numbers or 
percentages of economically disadvantaged children to help ensure 
that all children meet the state’s challenging academic content and 
student achievement standards.

● Schools with 40% or more of children from low income families can 
develop schoolwide Title I programs to serve all students.

● Calhoun Primary, Elementary, Middle and High School operates a 
school-wide Title I program.

● The primary goal of a schoolwide Title I program is a high-quality 
education for every child.



How Does Our School Participate in the 
Title I Program?
● The federal government provides funding to states each year for Title 

I purposes.

● To receive the funds, each state must submit a plan describing what 
all children are expected to  know and be able to do; the high-quality 
standards of performance that all children are expected to meet and 
ways to measure progress.

● State Educational Agencies (SEAS) send the money to school districts 
based on low income percentages.

● The local school district (LEA) identifies eligible schools and provides 
Title I resources.



How Does Our School Spend Title I 
Money? How is Title I Parent and Family 
Engagement Money Spent? 
● To increase student achievement for all students.
● Needs Based Assessment (conducted by school staff, school Leadership 

Team, PTO, School Governance)
● Family Engagement Coordinators
● Additional instructional faculty and staff (Instructional Coaches and 

ESOL)
● Software Subscriptions
● Intervention Materials and Resources
● Technology (Chromebooks and Interactive Boards)
● Classroom Books and Instructional Materials
● Supplies for Parent Workshops
● Books and Periodicals for Professional Development
● ESOL and Gifted Endorsements
● Interventionists
● Professional Development
● Parent Literacy Training and Materials
● Parent Resource Room Materials
● Literacy and STEM Night



What are Our School’s Title I Schoolwide 
Program Requirements?

● Calhoun Primary & Calhoun Elementary runs a schoolwide Title I 
program.

● A schoolwide Title I program uses its Title allocation to upgrade the 
entire educational program of the school to raise academic achievement 
for all students at the school.

● A schoolwide program is built upon reform strategies rather than 
separate, add-on services directed towards select group(s) of 
students/programs. This school-wide reform strategy requires that a 
school:
○ Conducts a comprehensive needs assessment;
○ Identify and commit to specific goals and strategies that address 

those needs; 
○ Create a comprehensive plan (School Improvement Plan); and
○ Conduct an annual review of the effectiveness of the school-wide 

program and revise the plan as necessary.



What Are Our Schoolwide Goals?

Calhoun Primary School

● 80% of students in grades 1-3 will achieve a conditional 
growth of 30% or higher in reading on MAP from Fall to 
Spring. 

● 80% of students in grades 1-3 will achieve a conditional 
growth of 30% or higher in math on MAP from Fall to Spring.

● To operate within the state approved positive behavior system 
(PBIS) endorsement program while maintaining consistency 
in the implementation of Capturing Kids’ Hearts framework 
and executing a consistent school wide discipline plan.



What Are Our Schoolwide Goals?

Calhoun Elementary School

● 80% of students in grades 4-6 will achieve a conditional 
growth of 40% or higher in reading on MAP from Fall to 
Spring. 

● 80% of students in grades 4-6 will achieve a conditional 
growth of 40% or higher in math on MAP from Fall to Spring.

● Continue in creating a culture among stakeholders (students, 
faculty/staff, parents, community members) to foster positive 
relationships with the implementation (with fidelity) of a 
school-wide PBIS program and Capturing Kids’ Heart 
framework.



What Programs and Supports are in 
Place to Help My Child?
● Georgia Standards of Excellence
● Collaborative Planning (Units and Lessons)
● Differentiated Instruction
● Small Group Instruction / Flexible Grouping
● Student Engagement
● Special Services (EIP, ESOL, Gifted, ESS, etc.)
● Benchmarks / Progress Monitoring (AIMSweb, Writing Rubrics, 

Pre/Post-Tests, MAP, Common Formative Assessments)
● Data Analysis
● Instructional Technology
● Continuous Staff Development
● HIVE - Tier 2 Interventions
● STEM / PBL
● Interventionists
● Capturing Kids’ Hearts Framework
● Summer Camps



What is the State’s Grade Report for Our 
School?

College and Career Ready Performance Index (CCRPI)

● CCRPI is a comprehensive school improvement, accountability, and 
communication platform for Georgia. It aims to promote college and 
career readiness for public school students. It is comprised of four 
indicators at the elementary and middle levels: 
○ Content Progress
○ Mastery
○ Readiness
○ Closing Gaps

● GaDOE did not calculate a FY22 CCRPI summary scores for the state, 
school districts, or schools. However, some CCRPI-related data, such as 
achievement rates, participation rates, and graduation rates, for example, 
are currently being calculated and will be publicly reported. The data 
from the 2021-2022 school year will be used as a baseline instead of 
comparing a school’s performance to pre-pandemic norms.



What Curriculum Does Our School Use?
Georgia Standards of Excellence (GSE)

● The GSE provide a consistent framework to prepare students for 
success in college and/or the 21st century workplace.

● The performance standards provide clear expectations for 
instruction, assessment, and student work. They define the level of 
work that demonstrates achievement of the standards. 

● Updated GSE math standards have been adopted and will be 
implemented during the 2023-2024 school year.



What Tests Will My Child Be Taking This 
School Year?

State Assessments

● ACCESS: ELL students in grades 1-6
● Georgia Milestones

○ ELA and Math - students in grades 3, 4, 6
○ ELA, Math and Science - students in grade 5

Local Assessments

● MAP (Measures of Academic Progress): Students in grades 1-6
● AIMSweb: Students in grades 1-4; as needed in grades 5 & 6
● Grade Level Common Formative Assessments: Students in grades 1-6
● Pre/Post Assessments in Writing: Students in grades 1-6



How Do These Tests Measure My Child’s 
Progress? What Proficiency Level is My 
Child Expected to Meet?

Georgia Milestones
● The Georgia Milestones is a comprehensive summative assessment program 

spanning grade 3 through high school. This assessment is designed to provide 
information about how well students are mastering the state-adopted content 
standards in English Language Arts (ELA), mathematics, science, and social 
studies. Performance on the ELA portion of Georgia Milestones is linked to the 
Lexile scale, a national reading measure that matches students to appropriately 
challenging reading material. 

● Results are reported using four categories of achievement:
○ Level 1: Beginning Learner - These students do not demonstrate 

proficiency and need substantial support to be prepared for the next grade 
level.

○ Level 2: Developing Learner - These students demonstrate partial 
proficiency and need additional academic support to ensure success in the 
next grade level.

○ Level 3: Proficient Learner - These students demonstrate proficiency and 
are prepared for the next grade level.

○ Level 4: Distinguished Learner - These students demonstrate advanced 
proficiency and are well prepared for the next grade level.



How Do These Tests Measure My Child’s 
Progress? What Proficiency Level is My 
Child Expected to Meet?

ACCESS
● Assessing Comprehension and Communication in English State-to-State for 

English Learners (ACCESS) is a standards-based, criterion referenced test 
that is administered annually to English Learners to determine progress 
toward English language proficiency.

● Students are assessed and given proficiency level scores that describe student 
performance in the terms of the six WIDA English Language proficiency 
levels:
○ 1 - Entering
○ 2 - Emerging
○ 3 - Developing
○ 4 - Expanding
○ 5 - Bridging
○ 6 - Reaching

● Student progress is monitored by comparing current scores to previous 
scores. Students with an overall score of 4.3 with an additional minimum 
criteria of Spring MAP Reading at 25th percentile or higher OR earns a 
composite/overall score of 4.6 or higher are no longer considered 
an English Learner.



How Do These Tests Measure My Child’s 
Progress? What Proficiency Level is My 
Child Expected to Meet?

Writing Assessments

● On-demand writing assessments are given at the beginning and end of 
each writing unit. The writing prompts that make up the assessments 
direct students to compose the best piece of writing they can, within the 
genre being studied - narrative, informational, or argumentative - in a 
fixed period of time.

● Progress is measured by using grade specific rubrics to score the writing 
pieces. These rubrics align with the Georgia Milestones ELA assessment. 
The expectation is to see gains and progress from the pre on-demand to 
the post on-demand assessment. It is expected that students have 
reached the proficiency level that corresponds to their grade level; 
however, growth is key.



How Do These Tests Measure My Child’s 
Progress? What Proficiency Level is My 
Child Expected to Meet?

MAP (Measures of Academic Progress)

● MAP Growth is a computer adaptive test that students take three times 
per school year. The purpose of MAP Growth is to determine what the 
student knows, regardless of his or her grade level, and what he/she is 
ready to learn next.

● MAP Growth measures student achievement growth over time by 
tracking students’ progress throughout the school year and across 
multiple years. The results provide teachers with information to help 
them deliver appropriate content for each student. Results are delivered 
in the form of a RIT score and percentiles. Students scoring average or 
above based on national norms for the students’ grade level are 
considered proficient and/or exceeding.



What is Required by Law for Parent and 
Family Engagement?

Parents have the right to and should…

● Ask for meetings and trainings
● Review the results of our annual Parent Involvement Survey
● Review the school’s achievement data
● Review and have input on the School Improvement Plan
● Review and have input on the Title I Family Engagement Policy and 

Parent/School Compact.
● Know the credentials of faculty/staff and Professional Qualification 

status.



What is the District Parent and Family 
Engagement Policy? What is a School- 
Parent Compact?
● Every Title I district, in collaboration with parents, must develop a 

Family Engagement Policy. The Family Engagement Policy describes how 
the district’s school(s) will involve the parents/family in an organized, 
ongoing, and timely way in the planning, review, and improvement of the 
Title I program at the school.

● The school’s School-Parent Compact outlines how the parents, the entire 
school staff, and the students will share responsibility for improved 
student academic achievement as well as describes how the school and 
parents will build and develop a partnership that will help children 
achieve the state’s high standards. This compact is signed annually.

● Calhoun City Schools’ Family Engagement Policy and each school’s 
School-Parent Compact are available on the district’s website. Hard 
copies are available on the tables outside of the cafeteria and are available 
upon request at each school.



What Opportunities Does the School 
Provide for Family Engagement:
● PTO
● School Governance Team Meetings
● Family Engagement Coordinators as a resource
● Parent Resource Center (resources, materials, information, etc.)
● Open lines of communication between home and school
● Communication Folders
● Volunteer Program
● Open House/Orientation
● Trainings, Literacy Workshops, STEM Night, etc.
● Stakeholder Meetings
● Parent Conferences
● Special Program Meetings
● School/District website, School Messenger, Remind, Newsletters, 

social media outlets
● Parent Portal



Does My Child’s Teacher Meet 
Professional Qualifications? What is a 
Parent’s Right to Know?

In compliance with the requirements of the Every Student Succeeds Act, 
parents may request the following information:

1. Whether the student’s teacher:
a. has met State qualification and licensing criteria for the grade 

levels and subject areas in which the teacher provides 
instruction;

b. is teaching under emergency or other provisional status through 
which State qualification or licensing criteria have been waived; 
and,

c. is teaching in the field of discipline of the certification of the 
teacher.

2. Whether the child is provided services by paraprofessionals and, if 
so, their qualifications.



School Contact Information
Should you have any questions about Title I or the school program in general, 
please do not hesitate to contact one of the following individuals:



School Governance Teams
A school governance team is a group of parents/guardians, educators, and 
community members who work together to support student learning and 
well-being in their school.

Calhoun Primary School:
Mana Smith (Principal, Chair); Shelly Hood, Dana Hall, Angie Gravitt (Teacher 
Representatives); Meagan Walraven, Brittany Worley (Parent Representatives); 
Blake Silvers, Suzanne Roberts (Community Representatives)

Calhoun Elementary School:
Jaime Garrett (Principal, Chair); Brittany Anderson, Jamie Bramblett, Holly 
Williams (Teacher Representatives); Mike Afdahl, Allison Davis, Emilee Smith 
(Parent Representatives); Gregg Hansen, Steven Waters (Community 
Representatives)

CPS and CES Meeting Dates for the 2022-2023 School Year:
August 30, September 12 (system level training), October 25, December 6, January 
24, February 28, March (TBD - system level training), April 25

*School level meetings are held at the school and begin at 8:30 am



Website & Social Media
Website: www.calhounschools.org

School tabs are on the right-hand corner of the district’s home page:
● About CPS or CES
● Academics
● Community
● Parents
● Students
● Payments

Facebook: Calhoun Schools

Instagram: Calhounschools

Twitter: CalhounSchools

LinkedIn: Calhoun City Schools

http://www.calhounschools.org


Thank you for your support!

With the Calhoun Primary and Calhoun Elementary faculty and 
staff, students, and parents working together, we will accomplish 
great things for the future of our community. 


